
Rules of the Mighty Tog Championship 
Sponsored by Boats Inc.  and  J&B Tackle 

 
The Mighty Tog Championship (the “Tournament”), hosted by Tri-State Tournaments, LLC (“Tri-State”), shall 
be governed by these rules (the “Rules”).  By registering for the Tournament, participants agree to be bound by 
the Rules, the interpretation and enforcement of which are left exclusively for the Tournament Directors.  The 
decision of the Tournament Directors is final in all matters.  The violation of the Rules may result in, but is not 
limited to, disqualification from the Tournament and/or ineligibility to participate in future tournaments hosted 
by Tri-State. 
 
Entry 
 

The Mighty Tog Championship is an individual angler Tournament.   Entrants must hook, land and 
weigh in their own fish.   Only one fish per angler will count towards cash prizes and optional categories 
 
Entry fee is $80 for the base entry which includes Sunday Awards, two days of fishing, chance at base 
entry prizes 
​ Cash Prizes  
​ ​ Largest Blackfish - $2500 
​ ​ 2nd Largest Blackfish - $500 
​ ​ 3rd Largest Blackfish - $250 
​ ​  
​ Optional Categories 94% Payout (Categories allow for increased payouts, must be entered to win)  
​ ​ Largest Blackfish Level 1 - $40 (Winner takes All)  
​ ​ Largest Blackfish Level 2 - $100 (70/30 Split)  
​ ​ Largest Blackfish Max Bet - $500 (Winner takes All) 

Boat Three Fish Total - $100 (70/30 Split) 
​ ​ Largest Groundfish (Sea Robbin, Scup, Black Sea Bass) $20 (Winner takes All) 
​ ​  
 
Live Release Bonus - Every Blackfish that is released alive after weigh-in will receive a ticket (Entry) for 
a grand prize at the award ceremony.    
​ ** It is the sole decision of the weigh master whether a Blackfish is eligible for release.  Fish 
must be brought to the scale in water and be deemed safe for release.  One fish per angler may be 
awarded entry.  

 
Location & Schedule 

The Tournament will be held on Saturday 10/18 and Sunday 10/19.   
Capt. Meeting Friday 10/17  5-6pm at J&B (Virtual Meeting on Facebook Live)  
Fishing Hours will be from  
7am - 3pm on Saturday 
7am - 3pm on Sunday 
Scales Hrs Noon - 3:30    **any fish at the scale by 3:30 will be weighed  
Official weigh station Boats Inc., 133 Main St, Niantic, CT 06357  
 
An awards party will be held at the newly remodeled DAD’s Restaurant.   Light Fair will be served with 
Soda and Water.   Any other beverages are BYOB.    
 
 



 
Rules & Tackle Specifications  

1.​ The Mighty Tog Championship is an individual angler Tournament.   Entrants must hook, land and 
weigh in their own fish.  

2.​ The Tournament is a hook and line tournament.   All fish must be hooked using a rod and reel and fought 
in a traditional angling manner.    

3.​ Electric reels are not allowed. 
4.​ Any form of spearfishing, potting or trapping of Blackfish is not allowed.   
5.​ All fish must be caught during designated fishing hours 

a.​ The act of caring (holding) fish caught outside of fishing hours is strictly prohibited 
6.​ All registered boats are responsible for state, and federal fishing regulations.  The Tournament is not 

responsible for checking, enforcing or disqualifying fish based on state and federal regulations with the 
exception of size limits.  All fish that are brought to the scales must meet the state and federal regulations 
for retention.   Any fish not meeting minimum requirements will not be eligible for competition.   

7.​ The official clock of the Tournament will be kept on continuous GPS time. 
 

Safety and Weather 
1.​ Tri-State assumes no responsibility for the conduct or safety of any boats or entrants.  All participants 

enter at their own risk. 
2.​ Any participant whose action causes Tri-State, its officers, directors, sponsors, employees, or 

Tournament participants to incur legal fees, costs, or expenses shall reimburse said persons or entities 
for such legal fees, costs, or expenses. 

3.​ All boats are responsible for making decisions regarding weather, and do so at their own risk. 
 

Weigh-in 
1.​ All Tournament Boats must weigh fish in at the official weigh station.  
2.​ Official weigh station Boats Inc., 133 Main St, Niantic, CT 06357  
3.​ Official scale hours are:  Noon - 3:30 Saturday & Sunday 
4.​ All participants should receive a copy of their weight slip upon departing the weight station. Participants 

are responsible for obtaining this document prior to leaving the scale.    
5.​ After the weighmaster releases the fish, its disposal is at the discretion of the participant.   
6.​ To have a fish re-weighed, it must be done while the fish is still hanging.  If a fish has been removed from 

the weigh station, the weight stands. 
7.​ The weighmaster reserves the right to retain any fish that is deemed questionable.  If retention is 

refused, the fish is automatically disqualified. 
8.​ The weighmaster and the committee reserve the right to cut open any fish for inspection of any 

suspected weight altering.  Insertion of weights, ice, water, etc. is not permitted. 
 

Protests 
1.​ Protests apply to registered tournament anglers.  Protests do not apply to Tri-State Tournaments, LLC, its 

directors, committee or sponsors.  
2.​ Any protests must be filed in writing and signed by the protester, and filed; with the Tournament 

Director by 4pm on Sunday of the tournament.  
3.​ Protests will only be accepted that pertain to anglers that have competing fish.    
4.​ Protests must include the protesting participant, the participant being protested, details of the event 

including time and location of the protested event. 
5.​ Protests must be brought on specific rule violations and not personal beliefs and will be vetted based on 

current rules in place.      
6.​ The protesting participant, protested participant, and any witnesses providing statements may be 

subject to a polygraph test to determine the validity of the claims put forth.    



7.​ Prize money may be withheld to allow for all information to be collected regarding protested events.    
 

Polygraph Testing 
1.​ Should the tournament Directors require polygraph testing to help uphold and substantiate that the rules 

of the Mighty Tog Championship were followed, they will be  conducted by James Curtis of Liberty Hill 
Investigations, LLC (the “Examiner”), 197B Trumbull Highway, Lebanon, CT 06249 (860-468-0188). 
Polygraphs will be scheduled and conducted within 10 days of the conclusion of the Tournament, unless 
approved by the Tournament Directors.  

2.​ Only participants who are one of the top two money winners can be required to take a polygraph 
3.​ Any participant (Angler) required to,  agrees to submit to a polygraph examination and to abide by the 

conclusion thereof.  Failure to pass a polygraph examination will result in disqualification.  The 
determination of the meaning of the polygraph results will be made solely by the Tournament Director. 

4.​ No Cash Prizes will be awarded until the Polygraph tests are completed. 
5.​ Prize money will be withheld until testing is completed 

 
Prizes & Calcutta 

1.​ In the event of a failed polygraph examination or a protest, the Tournament Directors have the sole and 
exclusive responsibility to take action on the incident and rule whether any violation materially aided the 
angler, crew, or vessel or otherwise affected the outcome of the Tournament. Any subsequent penalty will 
be solely at the discretion of the Tournament Directors and shall be final. 

2.​ Participants are responsible for obtaining and checking their Calcutta receipts any discrepancies need to 
be brought to the Tournament Director’s attention prior to 7am on the first fishing day of the 
Tournament.  

3.​ Prize money checks will be made payable to the person indicated on the entry form any changes in the 
payee must be authorized by the Tournament Directors.   

4.​ All prize money will be paid in check within 30 days of the event once a completed W9 has been 
submitted.     

5.​ The online scoring platform is only for entertainment purposes and does not replace official tournament 
records.  

6.​ With the expectation of any protests or polygraph tests, all tournament prizes are final after 8pm on 
Sunday of the tournament weekend.   Following the awards ceremony any discrepancies in weights, prize 
calculations or tournament winnings must be brought forward prior to 8pm.   No prizes are final until 
that time.  

7.​  All Calcutta’s are a 94% payout.  All Tournament winnings are subject to 1099 Reporting.   
 

Dispute Resolution 
1.​ Any dispute, claim or controversy arising out of or relating to the Tournament or these Rules or the 

breach, termination, enforcement, interpretation or validity thereof, including  
the determination of the scope or applicability of this agreement to arbitrate, shall be determined by 
arbitration in New London, CT before one arbitrator. The arbitration shall be administered by JAMS 
pursuant to its Streamlined Arbitration Rules and Procedures. Judgment on the Award may be entered in 
any court having jurisdiction. This clause shall not preclude parties from seeking provisional remedies in 
aid of arbitration from a court of appropriate jurisdiction. 

2.​ In any arbitration arising out of or related to the Tournament or these Rules, the arbitrator may not 
award any incidental, indirect or consequential damages, including damages for lost profits. 

3.​ In any arbitration arising out of or related to the Tournament or these Rules, the arbitrator shall award to 
the prevailing party, if any, the costs and attorneys’ fees reasonably incurred by the prevailing party in 
connection with the arbitration. If the arbitrator determines a party to be the prevailing party under 
circumstances where the prevailing party won on some but not all of the claims and counterclaims, the 



arbitrator may award the prevailing party an appropriate percentage of the costs and attorneys’ fees 
reasonably incurred by the prevailing party in connection with the arbitration. 

4.​ These Rules and the rights of those bound thereby shall be governed by and construed in accordance 
with the laws of the State of Connecticut, exclusive of conflict or choice of law rules. 

 
 Indemnification 
​ Participants in the Tournament, on their own behalf and on behalf of their heirs, executives, 
administrators, assigns, and personal representatives, agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Tri-State 
and its affiliates, managers, directors, officers, members, employees, agents, attorneys, related entities, 
successors and assigns (the “Tri-State Indemnified Parties”), from and against all liabilities, claims, damages, 
actions, suits, demands, proceedings, costs, expenses, and attorneys’ fees, and all and all associated losses, 
liabilities, damages, taxes, penalties or interest, suffered or incurred by any of them, arising from or related to 
the Tournament, except to the extent that any claims are based upon the gross negligence, willful misconduct or 
criminal conduct of any of the Tri-State Indemnified Parties. 
 
Photo Release Statement 
By signing up for the Tournament It is expressly understood that all participants give permission to use 
photographs of themselves and their crew. I understand that these photographs may be used in print, 
advertising, on the internet, or in any other media that Tri-State may choose for promotional purposes. 


